
Manizales  
Self-Guided Tour 

 

Morning: City’s Religious and Cultural Highlights 

1.​ Basilica Cathedral of Manizales (8:30 AM – 9:30 AM) 
○​ Start your day at the iconic Basilica Cathedral, located in Plaza Bolívar. Marvel 

at the neo-Gothic architecture and take the opportunity to climb to the top for 
panoramic views of Manizales and its surrounding mountains. 

○​ Tip: Don’t miss the Corredor Polaco, the cathedral’s narrow walkway with 
breathtaking views. 

○​ Location: Plaza de Bolívar. 
2.​ Plaza de Bolívar (9:30 AM – 10:00 AM) 

○​ After visiting the Cathedral, explore Plaza de Bolívar. Admire the famous statue 
of Simón Bolívar El Cóndor, a unique monument blending the image of Bolívar 
with a condor, symbolizing liberation and freedom. 

○​ Take a break at a nearby café for a traditional Colombian coffee. 
3.​ Our Lady of the Rosary Church (10:15 AM – 11:00 AM) 

○​ Just a short walk from Plaza Bolívar, visit Nuestra Señora del Rosario Church. 
This beautiful church is smaller than the Basilica but equally captivating with its 
more intimate, serene atmosphere. Take time to admire the interior and the 
devotion to the Virgin Mary. 

○​ Location: Close to Parque Caldas. 

Late Morning: Scenic Exploration in Chipre 

4.​ Chipre Viewpoint (Mirador de Chipre) (11:30 AM – 12:15 PM) 
○​ After exploring the historic downtown, head to Chipre, one of the highest points 

in Manizales. Take in the sweeping views of the coffee region’s landscape and 
the majestic mountains. 

○​ Tip: If it's a clear day, you may spot the Nevado del Ruiz volcano in the 
distance. 

○​ Location: Chipre neighborhood. 
5.​ Monumento a Los Colonizadores (12:15 PM – 1:00 PM) 

○​ A short walk from Chipre Viewpoint is the Colonizadores Monument, a dynamic 
sculpture commemorating the early settlers of Manizales. This impressive 
monument tells the story of the struggles and achievements of those who 
founded the city. 



○​ Take some time to explore the park around the monument, which features 
additional sculptures and panoramic views of the region. 

Lunch Break: 

6.​ Lunch at Chipre (1:00 PM – 2:30 PM) 
○​ Enjoy lunch at a local restaurant in the Chipre area. Many options offer traditional 

Colombian dishes such as bandeja paisa or ajiaco. You can also find cafés that 
offer lighter meals and locally brewed coffee. 

○​ Recommended Restaurant: Restaurante El Colmado offers excellent food 
with views of the surrounding landscapes. 

Afternoon: Nature and Relaxation 

7.​ Ecoparque Los Yarumos (2:45 PM – 4:00 PM) 
○​ Take a short taxi or public transportation to Ecoparque Los Yarumos for an 

afternoon surrounded by nature. Enjoy walking trails, stunning vistas, and a 
peaceful atmosphere. The park also offers adventure activities like canopy tours 
for those looking for something more thrilling. 

○​ Tip: Check out the butterfly garden or take a guided tour if you have extra time. 

Evening: Wrap Up with Dinner and a Sunset 

8.​ Return to Chipre Viewpoint for Sunset (4:30 PM – 6:00 PM) 
○​ Return to Chipre to enjoy one of the most beautiful sunsets in Manizales. The 

sun sets over the valley, casting a golden glow over the city and mountains. Bring 
your camera to capture this breathtaking moment. 

○​ Tip: Walk along the Avenida del Mirador for multiple viewing points as you take 
in the panoramic scenery. 

9.​ Dinner at Chipre (6:00 PM – 7:30 PM) 
○​ For dinner, visit a restaurant in the Chipre neighborhood. You can enjoy a meal 

with one last view of the city’s night skyline. A relaxed, scenic dinner is the 
perfect way to close your day. 

○​ Recommended Option: Restaurante Chipre del Cielo for traditional dishes 
and excellent views. 

Optional: Evening Entertainment in Zona Rosa 

10.​Zona Rosa (Optional Night Activity) (8:00 PM – 10:30 PM) 
●​ If you still have energy and want to experience Manizales’ nightlife, head to the Zona 

Rosa near Cable Plaza. Enjoy a drink, listen to live music, or simply soak in the local 
atmosphere. 

Summary of the Tour: 



●​ Start: Basilica Cathedral (8:30 AM) 
●​ End: Chipre or Zona Rosa (7:30 PM – 10:30 PM) 
●​ Transportation: Walking with short taxi/public transport rides to Chipre and Ecoparque 

Los Yarumos 
●​ Key Highlights: Basilica Cathedral, Our Lady of the Rosary Church, Chipre Viewpoint, 

Colonizadores Monument, Plaza Bolívar 

This itinerary balances religious, cultural, and natural attractions while allowing for relaxing 
breaks and scenic enjoyment. 

 

TOP 10 - Manizales 
Things to see in a one-day visit 

 

Here’s a list of the best family-friendly attractions and activities in Manizales, Caldas, 
Colombia, perfect for a weekend visit. 

1. Ecoparque Los Yarumos 

●​ Why visit? This ecological park offers interactive experiences with nature, perfect for 
kids. It has adventure activities like canopy zip-lining, rock climbing, and hiking trails with 
stunning views of the surrounding mountains. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Zip lines, climbing walls, educational exhibits on local flora and 
fauna. 

●​ Tip: Pack some snacks for a picnic in the park. 

2. Recinto del Pensamiento 

●​ Why visit? It is a nature reserve where kids can learn about the local environment. The 
butterfly garden, bamboo forest, and hummingbird sanctuary will be a hit with 
nature-loving children. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Butterfly garden, guided nature tours, viewing wildlife up close. 
●​ Tip: There’s a chairlift ride for a fun and scenic way to explore the park. 

3. Manizales Aerial Cable Car 

●​ Why visit? This aerial tram offers fantastic views of Manizales from above, making it a 
fun and scenic way to get around the city. Kids will love the thrill of being high above the 
city. 



●​ Highlights for kids: Fun ride with panoramic city views. 
●​ Tip: Take the cable car ride between downtown and the Cable Plaza. 

4. Chipre Viewpoint (Mirador de Chipre) 

●​ Why visit? One of the best places in Manizales for panoramic views. Families can enjoy 
a leisurely walk while taking in the scenery. It’s also a great spot for boys to run around 
and explore. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Stunning views, space to explore. 
●​ Tip: Visit the Monumento a Los Colonizadores nearby to learn about the city’s history 

engagingly. 

5. Monumento a Los Colonizadores 

●​ Why visit? This monument tells the story of the pioneers who settled in Manizales. Its 
dynamic sculptures will catch the kids’ attention while you take in more great views of the 
surrounding landscape. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Fascinating sculptures, outdoor exploration. 
●​ Tip: Bring a camera to capture the views and let the kids explore the park. 

6. Coffee Cultural Experience (Finca Coffee Tour) 

●​ Why visit? Manizales is in the heart of Colombia’s coffee region, so a visit to a coffee 
farm is a must. Several farms offer tours that include demonstrations of coffee-making 
and outdoor activities like hiking. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Learning how coffee is made and outdoor activities like hiking. 
●​ Tip: Some farms have hands-on activities for kids, such as planting coffee beans or 

spotting local wildlife. 

7. Otoño Hot Springs (Termales del Otoño) 

●​ Why visit? These hot springs are a great way to relax while enjoying the natural beauty 
of the surrounding mountains. Kids can splash around in the warm pools while adults 
unwind in the more tranquil areas. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Warm, natural pools to play and relax in. 
●​ Tip: Visit during the afternoon when it’s less crowded, so the kids have more space to 

enjoy. 

8. Los Alcázares Ecopark 

●​ Why visit? This park is perfect for families who enjoy hiking and bird-watching. With 
easy walking trails, the park offers opportunities to see local wildlife and learn about the 
region’s ecosystems. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Hiking trails, spotting birds and animals. 



●​ Tip: Bring binoculars for birdwatching and see who can spot the most species. 

9. Bosque Popular El Prado 

●​ Why visit? It is a large park with sports facilities, playgrounds, and plenty of green 
space to run and play. It’s an excellent spot for a family picnic and letting the kids burn 
off some energy. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Playgrounds, wide-open spaces, mini-golf. 
●​ Tip: Bring a soccer ball or frisbee to enjoy the open fields. 

10. Parque del Agua 

●​ Why visit? A small water-themed park featuring fountains, gardens, and walking paths. 
Kids will enjoy running around the water features and exploring the grounds. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Water features, gardens, and fun, interactive exhibits. 
●​ Tip: A good spot for a short visit or to end the day with a relaxing stroll. 

Additional Family Tips: 

●​ Dining: Try local restaurants that offer kid-friendly menus, like La Suiza, which has 
excellent desserts. 

●​ Weather: Manizales can be calm and rainy, so pack layers and rain gear. 

These activities will keep your family entertained while showcasing the best of Manizales’ 
natural beauty, culture, and adventure! 
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