
TOP 10 - Pereira 
Things to see in a one-day visit 

 

Here’s a list of the best family-friendly attractions and activities in Pereira, Risaralda, 
Colombia, perfect for a weekend visit 

 

1. Ukumarí Biopark 

●​ Why visit? Colombia’s largest biopark offers a close-up look at various animals from 
Colombia and worldwide. The park focuses on conservation, education, and interactive 
experiences. 

●​ Highlights for kids include lions, jaguars, and interactive exhibits. The boys can learn 
about biodiversity while enjoying an up-close look at animals. 

●​ Tip: Plan to spend a few hours exploring the different zones, including a special exhibit 
dedicated to the Colombian Andes. 

2. Parque Consotá 

●​ Why visit? A recreational park with swimming pools, sports facilities, and cultural 
activities. There’s also a replica of a traditional coffee town, giving kids an engaging way 
to learn about Colombian culture. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Water park with slides, sports areas, and cultural experiences. 
●​ Tip: Cabins are also available to extend your stay overnight in a natural setting. 

3. Parque Metropolitano del Café 

●​ Why visit? It is a beautiful park with gardens, trails, and large playgrounds for kids. It’s a 
great spot for a family picnic and outdoor playtime. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Adventure playgrounds, wide-open spaces, and areas to explore. 
●​ Tip: Bring a frisbee or a soccer ball for some outdoor fun. 

4. Lake Otún (Lago Otún) 

●​ Why visit? Located in the Los Nevados National Park, this high-altitude lake offers 
opportunities for hiking, wildlife spotting, and enjoying the breathtaking natural beauty of 
the Andes. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Easy hikes, the chance to spot Andean wildlife like condors or 
spectacled bears. 



●​ Tip: Dress warmly, as temperatures can drop in this mountainous area, and bring 
binoculars for spotting animals. 

5. Pereira Aerial Cable Car (Megacable) 

●​ Why visit? A fun and scenic ride over Pereira offers panoramic views of the city and the 
surrounding mountains. It’s a great way to see the city from above and understand its 
geography. 

●​ Highlights for kids: The thrill of being high above the city, plus amazing views. 
●​ Tip: Ride during the day for the best visibility or in the evening for sunset views. 

6. Matecaña City Zoo (Zoológico Matecaña) 

●​ Why visit? It is one of Colombia's oldest and most popular zoos, with a wide variety of 
animals. It’s not as big as Ukumarí, but it offers a traditional zoo experience that’s 
engaging for younger kids. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Tigers, monkeys, and reptiles. Great for an easy-paced visit. 
●​ Tip: Pair the zoo with a visit to Ukumarí for a whole animal-themed weekend. 

7. Termales Santa Rosa de Cabal (Santa Rosa Hot Springs) 

●​ Why visit? Just outside Pereira, these hot springs are in a beautiful mountain setting 
with natural waterfalls. The pools are kid-friendly and offer a mix of relaxation and play. 

●​ Highlights for kids: There are natural hot springs to swim in and a nearby waterfall. 
●​ Tip: Go early to avoid the crowds and enjoy the pools with the family. 

8. Coffee Farm Tour (Finca Experience) 

●​ Why visit? Pereira is part of Colombia’s Coffee Cultural Landscape. Take the family on 
a coffee farm tour to learn about coffee production and explore the surrounding 
countryside. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Learning how coffee is grown, doing outdoor activities like hiking, 
and spotting local wildlife. 

●​ Tip: Many coffee farms offer hands-on activities for kids, like picking coffee cherries or 
learning how the beans are processed. 

9. Parque El Lago 

●​ Why visit? A central park in Pereira with a lake, paddle boats, playgrounds, and plenty 
of space to run around. It’s a great spot for a relaxing afternoon after exploring the city. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Paddle boats, playgrounds, and wide-open spaces for outdoor 
games. 

●​ Tip: Pack a picnic and enjoy the day in this pleasant green space. 



10. Plaza Bolívar and the Simón Bolívar Statue 

●​ Why visit? The main square in the heart of Pereira is a lively spot to see local culture, 
with street vendors and performers. The boys might find the enormous bronze statue of 
Simón Bolívar, known as “El Bolívar Desnudo,” fascinating. 

●​ Highlights for kids: A giant statue and a bustling city square with plenty of people to 
watch. 

●​ Tip: It’s a good place for a quick stop to grab a snack or some ice cream. 

Bonus: El Cedral Adventure Park (Parque Aventura El Cedral) 

●​ Why visit? If your boys enjoy adventure sports, this park offers zip-lining, canopy tours, 
and rock climbing in a forested environment. 

●​ Highlights for kids: Zip-lining, canopy tours, rock climbing. 
●​ Tip: Call ahead to check availability for activities. 

Family Tips: 

●​ Dining: Look for restaurants with kid-friendly options, like pizzas or arepas, and don’t 
miss trying some Colombian sweets like arequipe. 

●​ Weather: Pereira’s weather is mild but can be rainy, so pack rain gear just in case. 

These attractions combine adventure, nature, and culture, ensuring an exciting and engaging 
weekend for the whole family. 
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